
FOOTBALL SEASON ENDS IN TITLE GAME LOSS 

BY LARRY ETTER   

 

  Middletown’s quest for a District III championship came up empty last Friday night at home.  

Visiting Wyomissing, the team that also defeated the Blue Raiders in the 2019 title game showed 

the district watchers how good it is in dealing the home team a convincing 38-16 setback in front 

of a limited crowd on a perfect night for football. 

  The Spartans brought an unbeaten 6-0 record into the game and used a staunch defense and 

solid offense to retain their district crown, denying the undermanned Blue Raiders a chance at 

redemption.  Defensively, with a big, strong line up front and good linebacking play, the 

Spartans held Middletown’s running game in check throughout the contest while limiting power 

running senior back Tymir Jackson to just 42 yards and no scores on the ground.   

  “They are a good team. They have worked hard and it shows. Hard working teams win,” 

Middletown coach Brett Myers said of the Spartans.  “But our kids worked hard, too, and just to 

make it to the championship game was a great accomplishment,” he added.   

  With well over 50 players on its roster and a lot of veterans returning from last year’s 

successful squad, the Spartans simply proved to be too big, too deep and too talented for the 

Raiders to overcome. “They are very well coached, too,” Myers said.   

  The Spartans showed what they could do right from the starting kickoff, putting together a 67-

yard, 11-play drive for their first touchdown with exactly five minutes gone in the game.  A 14-

yard TD pass from Zach Zechman to Aiden Mack sealed the drive.  The second score was set up 

by a fumble recovery on the Raiders’ second offensive play of the game.  This time Wyomissing 

drove 51 yards in 8 plays to grab a 14-0 lead with 2:48 left in the opening quarter.   

  But the Middletown team caused some real excitement among the small home side gathering 

one play later.  Senior Derek Wall fielded the deep Wyomissing kickoff at the three-yard line 

and got free around the left side behind key blocks.  Using his speed, Wall flew up the left side, 

outrunning the Spartans defenders along the way and broke free near midfield.  Picking up a key 

downfield block from T.J. Daniels, Wall raced all the way into the south endzone for a Raiders’ 

touchdown.  With Tyson Leach’s PAT, the Raiders were right back into the game, down 14-7.   

  Unfortunately, the elation lasted just a short time.  A big kickoff return set the Spartans up near 

midfield and a breakaway run by Jason Gartner went 36 yards to the 15 on first down. One play 

later the Spartans were in the endzone again with a 21-7 lead.  Early in the second stanza the 

Blue Raiders picked up two points on a safety. The Middletown defense, keyed by Tymir 

Jackson, forced a 3-and-out by the Spartans and a high center snap sailed over the punter’s head 

for a safety.  Down 21-9 at that point the Raiders needed to take advantage of the momentum 

swing.  But the Wyomissing defense turned that threat aside, stopping the Middletown offense in 

its tracks at the visitors’ 29.   



  The Raiders got another break two plays later when Dylon Zettlemoyer recovered a Spartan 

fumble at the Wyomissing 34.  With Tony Powell at the helm, the Raiders picked up one first 

down to the 17, but again the home team could not convert the break into points. A fourth down 

pass was broken up in the endzone to kill the threat and the half ended with Wyomissing holding 

tis 21-9 lead.   

Getting the ball to start the second half the Blue Raiders were again held back.  A costly holding 

penalty and a dropped pass on third down forced the home team into punt formation. But the 

Raiders never got the punt off.  Forced to run under pressure Daniels was stopped well short of 

the first down marker and the Spartans took over at the Middletown 28.  Two plays later 

Wyomissing padded its lead to 28-9.  That lead grew to 31-9 with 3:40 left in the third quarter as 

Wyomissing’s defense refused to yield.  The Spartans closed out a 60 -yard drive with a 29-yard 

field goal.   

  With 6:23 left in the game the Spartans struck again and put the game out of reach at 38-9. The 

Blue Raiders finally broke the ice four minutes later.  Powell, who was seeing his first action of 

the season, completed a pair of passes to Tim Wagner covering 19 and 6 yards and Jackson 

carried the ball three different times to give the Raiders a third and 8 from the 14.  Powell took it 

himself from there, rolling to his left and cutting up the middle behind Brock Welsh and Amir 

Potter blocks to just make it to the endzone for the score with 2:38 left.  The Spartans then ran 

out the clock to lock up the win and the title.   


